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December 2011      n      e      w      s      l      e      t      t      e      r  

 

The November Lunch was hosted by Slovenia 

 

Last months the lunch was hosted by Slovenia. Pav-
lusa and Marta managed to put the lunch together 
by themselves, good job! They even made dessert 
for everyone! The decorations and presents were 
just beautiful. Look inside this issue for the delicious 
recipes we enjoyed at the lunch.  

Chairpersonôs Letter 
 

 
Farewell  
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Dates :  

 

¶5th Dec: Christmas House Trip 

Williamsburg 

¶6th Dec:  Reservation deadline for 

the SOPC Luncheon 

¶13th Dec : Joy Fund Volunteer Day 

¶14th Dec :  Greek Luncheon 

 

 

 

Inside this issue:  

¶ Luncheon Schedule  

¶ Legally Speaking ð  Exportation of Vehicles  

¶ Charity News ð the Children we support  

¶ Club of the Month ð Volunteer Gardening  

¶ News Round -Up - Whatôs going on in your community 

¶ Christmas House Trip Williamsburg  

¶ SOPC Winter Craft Fair  

¶ Elegy to Monica di Maulo  

¶ Navy Gateway Inns & Suites  

¶ Recipes from the Slovenian Luncheon  

¶ Executive Committee Summary  

 

Christmas in the United 
States  
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Letter to Monica di Maulo  
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Dear members!  

 

So one year has past and this is my last letter to you as SOPC Chairperson. Time has 

passed by so fast! It has been quite an experience and challenge at times; finding 

the best way together with the SOPC Executive Committee, the SOPC Board and our 

members with so many different opinions, cultures, languages and personalities. 

However these are also the reasons why I feel so privileged to have been allowed to 

serve together with all of you.  

 

We see marvelous examples of this at our different activities and lunches; in November Pavlusa and Marta 

made a fantastic lunch for us with delicious food, beautiful handcrafted prizes and centre pieces. The two la-

dies made the desserts all by themselves for 135 guests, now thatôs impressive! Thanks again! 

 

This month it is time for Greece to show off their country and culture; Greek cuisine is one of my favorites; 

remember to sign up. Also remember that Januaryôs lunch will be for members only and at our new venue 

the Norfolk Yacht Club. My monthly research has given me these characteristics of the Greek people:  

 

From ancient to modern times, Greek art, music, architecture, literature, religion, science and philosophy 

have advanced and had an immense effect on other countries and cultures. The Greek language has the 

longest documented history of any Indo -European language, with 34 centuries of written records and has 

influenced many modern languages. Greek people are loyal, protective and honor is very important. They 

value group unity and harmony rather than individual success and glory. Tight family bonds are very impor-

tant.  

 

Greek mythology and folklore expresses how Greeks believe, think and act. Greeks are friendly, passionate 

and have a great sense of humor. Their food is world famous; seafood being an important part with the 

Mediterranean at their borders. They use many flavors and spices to season a dish; olive oil, lamb and 

cheese are key ingredients. Greek folk music and dancing is entertainment for the people, along with the tra-

ditional Olympic sports.  

 

I am so excited to announce that it seems like we have filled all open positions in the SOPC Executive Com-

mittee. The team is full and we still have energetic members wanting to contribute in making life easier for 

the rest of us and that is fantastic! There are few other places in the world where you move in and have 

ñinstantò friends. SOPC is partly ñresponsibleò for this and I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity 

to enjoy this experience. All the best to Silvia and Linda and the rest of the team; I know they will do a great 

job and I look forward to my last half year here enjoying everything from the sidelines.  

 

Though we moved here 3,5 years ago, I feel we were emptying boxes just ñyesterdayò! It is strange how we 

come; many of us leaving a professional life behind, thinking that we have all the time in the world to do ex-

citing and interesting things in this amazing country. After a few confusing months it almost feels busier to 

do ñnothingò here than have a job at home. Make a ñBucket listò and find the time to explore!  

 

Thanks for all your support. It has been a great experience getting to know and work 

with so many wonderful ladies from many different countries and cultures. Though 

there are differences, the most important things in life we have in common!  

 

Carpe Diem!  

Anne 
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SOPC LUNCHEON  

December 14th 

HOSTED BY   

GREECE 
Arrival at 10:30am 

Princess Anne Country Club,  

3800 Pacific Avenue, 
Virginia Beach  23451 

  

      MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS AT:                    

reservations@sopc.us 

 RESERVATIONS must be received by  

Tuesday  6TH December 2011 

 Send your  check for $20, payable to SOPC to: SOPC,  
2321 Edmenton Drive, Virginia Beach, VA, 23456 

You can check the òAm I Attending?ó list on the website to ensure that your reservation has been made.  Please 

let the reservations team know if this is the last luncheon you will be attending.  If you have any special dietary 

requirements, please let the reservations team know and they can arrange a special meal for you 

For more information on luncheon guidelines and procedures, please check the website: www.sopc.us 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Host Country 
Reservations and Payment to 

be received by  

11 Jan 2012 SOPC 3rd Jan 2012 

8th Feb 2012 Turkey  30th Jan 2012 

14th March 2012 Portugal 6th March 2012 

18th April 2012 The Netherlands 10th April 2012 

9th May 2012 Italy 1st May 2012 
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THIS MONTH, THE SOPC LUNCHEON IS HOSTED BY 

GREECE 

 

Facts and Figures 

 Country name: conventional long form:  Hellenic Republic conventional short form:  Greece 

 Capital City: Athens 

 Official language: Greek 

 Currency: Euro (ú) 

 Climate: Mediterranean (temperate, four seasons) 

 Population: 11.306.183 (1,41 times the population of the State of Virginia) 

 The highest point in Greece is Mount Olympus which rises to 2,917 meters 

 There are about 2,000 major islands within the Greek nation 

 National holiday: Independence Day, 25 March (1821) 

 Government type: parliamentary republic; monarchy rejected by referendum 8/12/1974 

 President of the Republic: Mr Karolos Papoulias 
 

Although the Greeks call the country Hellas or Ellada and its official name is Hellenic Republic, in English the country 
is called Greece, however, the name Hellas is sometimes used in English, too. 

The Greek language was first spoken around 3,000BC and is still around today, making Greek the 

world's oldest living language. 

The blue and white Greek flag features nine equal horizontal stripes of blue alternating with white 

and a white cross on a blue background; the cross symbolizes Greek Orthodoxy, the prevailing relig-

ion in the country. 

Greece is located in south-eastern Europe, on the southern end of the Balkan Peninsula (Haemus 

peninsula); it lies at the meeting point of three continents ð Europe, Asia and Africa. Greece borders 

to the North on Bulgaria and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (F.Y.R.O.M.), to the Northwest on Albania, to 

the Northeast on Turkey; to the West it is washed by the Ionian Sea; to the South by the Mediterranean Sea and to the 

East by the Aegean Sea.  

Since ancient times the Greeks is a traditionally seafaring nation with 13,676 km of coastline. 
 

The most popular tourist destinations in Greece are the Greek islands of 
Crete, Rhodes and Corfu as well as the capital city of Athens which is a 
world heritage site. 

Greece played host to the modern summer Olympic Games in 2004. 
Historically Greece was home to the original Olympic Games around 
2000 years ago. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeks
http://www.greekislandreview.com/crete.php
http://travel.newarchaeology.com/rhodes_town_greece.php
http://travel.newarchaeology.com/corfu-greece.php
http://www.greece-athens.com/
http://www.athens2004.com/
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Greek Food 

Greece is famous for its food. The climate is ideal for growing olives and Greece is the World's top exporter of olives. Olive 

Oil is used in much Greek cookery. Greek honey, feta cheese and wine are also famously exported from Greece. 

Greek cuisine is as an example of the healthy Mediterranean diet. Greek cuisine incorporates fresh in-

gredients into a variety of local dishes such as moussaka, stifado, Greek Salad, spanakopita and the 

world famous Souvlaki. Some dishes can be traced back to ancient 

Greece like skordalia (a thick purée of potatoes, walnuts, almonds, 

crushed garlic and olive oil), lentil soup, retsina (white or rosé wine 

sealed with pine resin) and pasteli (candy bar with sesame seeds baked 

with honey). 

Throughout Greece people often enjoy eating from small dishes such 

as meze with various dips such as tzatziki, grilled octopus and small 

fish, feta cheese, various pulses, olives and cheese. Olive oil is added 

to almost every dish.  

Sweet desserts such as galaktoboureko, and drinks such as ouzo, metaxa and a variety of wines including retsina. Greek cui-
sine differs widely from different parts of the mainland and from island to island. It uses some flavorings more often than 
other Mediterranean cuisines: oregano, mint, garlic, onion, dill and bay laurel leaves.  

Greek History and Literature 

The Greeks have a noble history, having been largely responsible for the rise in what we now know as western civilization. 

Ancient Greeks were the first to write down philosophies so we know about the ideas of 

Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and many others. They also wrote plays which survive to this day. 

More importantly, the Greeks developed the first versions of democracy in Europe. The idea 

of the general mass of people being ultimately in charge of their own lives was first enshrined 

in the ancient Greek word demokratia which meant literally 'people-power'.  

Cleisthenes of Athens first introduced democracy to his city in 508BC. Most other Greek cit-

ies also switched to democracy in the following century. The grand experiment continued for 

186 years until Phillip of Macedon (father of Alexander the Great) took control of Athens in 

322 BC. The timeline of the Greek literature can be separated into three big periods: the ancient, the Byzantine and the mod-

ern Greek literature. At the beginning of Greek literature stand the two monumental works of Homer: the Iliad and the Od-

yssey. Though dates of composition vary, these works were fixed around 800 BC or after. 

Of the hundreds of tragedies written and performed during the classical age, only a limited number of plays by three authors 
have survived: those of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. The surviving plays by Aristophanes are also a treasure trove of 
comic presentation, while Herodotus and Thucydides are two of the most influential historians in this period. The greatest 
prose achievement of the 4th century was in philosophy with the works of the three great philosophers. 

Civilization 

Civilization is the total sum of the material and cultural achievements of a group of people. Culture and 

art are two concepts closely interwoven, as art is the characteristic expression of the culture of a given 

period. Arts such as architecture, sculpture, pottery, weaving, music, jewelry making and painting have a 

long-term tradition in Greece. 

A visit to archaeological sites, museums and monuments throughout the country provides a vivid picture 

of the civilizations in Greece and their accomplishments in arts and technology from the Prehistoric Era 

to modern times.    

The traditional heritage of a country is the sum of the cultural and material achievements bequeathed by 
previous generations. Folk culture for the Greek people, rich in music, dances, poetry and theatre is part 
of their everyday life. All over the country many specialized museums and cultural organizations have 
been created, aiming to preserve and study the Greek traditional heritage. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_cuisine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_diet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moussaka
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stifado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Salad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanakopita
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souvlaki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skordalia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lentil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soup
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retsina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meze
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzatziki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feta_cheese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulses
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_oil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galaktoboureko
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ouzo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metaxa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retsina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mentha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_laurel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tragedies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeschylus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sophocles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euripides
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristophanes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodotus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thucydides
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=a810570850527210VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=6dab4131a4319110VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=625c4131a4319110VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
http://www.visitgreece.gr/portal/site/eot/menuitem.7f0d4e449429307c12596610451000a0/?vgnextoid=3ccb4131a4319110VgnVCM100000460014acRCRD&lang_choosen=en
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KATHY BAIR 

  

Dear SOPC members,  
 

December is a very busy month for the benefits:  
First of all thanks to all the volunteers for the Joy Fund day on December 13th. I'm sure we'll 

have a wonderful day sorting out toys at the warehouse.  
 

And please don't  forget our Baby Food Drive on December, 14th. We'll collect your donations 
before lunch.  

 
Here are some news from our sponsored children:  

 
Rea-Me from the  Philippines sent us a very moving goodbye letter as PLAN USA phases out of 

her community. Their work there is over. She and her family are fine to live on their own now 
and they are very thankful for supporting them through these six years. Rea -me is now at-

tending sixth grade. She would probably never have gone to school without our help. She says 

it was the most valuable gift we gave her.  
 

Pamela from Bolivia wisely chose to put the money we sent for her birthday on her savings ac-
count to pay for future studies (she wants to be a vet). She sent us a beautifully handwritten 

thank -you note.    
 

Prakash has grown up considerably and has a newborn sister named Kapila. He still attends 
primary school and has to walk for two hours everyday to get there. He was very enthusiastic 

about the new rain water storage that was built in his village in October as this has greatly im-
proved his dad's agricultural production.  

 
 

And here the newcomer to the SOPC -sponsored children club:  
 

Emalyn Olivia is a cute eight -years old girl from the Philippines. Her father Florentino is a 

peasant farmer in the area of Milagros. Her mother Monaliza is a housewife. They have four 
children together. Emalyn is the oldest. She has two younger brothers aged five and two and 

a six -years old sister. They all live in a house made of palm leaves with a thatched roof. She 
attends primary school.  

 
We are sending Christmas cards to the children so feel free to come and sign them during the 

December lunch (they will be on raffle tickets table).  
 

Mevena  
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PURCHASING A VEHICLE IN VIRGINIA OR OTHER US 
STATE. Although the documentation and paperwork may vary, 
we are routinely informed by personnel that the legal aspects of 
purchasing a vehicle in a US state do not vary significantly from 
the procedures in most countries. The dealership where you 
purchase the vehicle ordinarily completes the vehicle registra-
tion process on your behalf (for a fee). If not, you can visit the 
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) with the certificate 
of title to complete the registration process. Please consult the 
section entitled ñVehicle Informationò beginning on page 47 of 
the Relocation Guide for NATO Personnel, which contains a 
wealth of information as well as links to consumer and govern-
ment websites.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-- Most common issue/misunderstanding related to pur-

chase.  The most common issue regarding vehicle purchases in 

Virginia brought to our attention is related to the lack of legal 

protection, remedy or warranty under Virginia laws for used 

cars. A used car is sold ñas-isò, unless it is sold with a war-

rantyðand then the remedy is limited to that which is expressly 

(in writing) provided by the warranty.   

 

PURCHASING A VEHICLE THROUGH A DIPLOMATIC OR 

SIMILAR PROGRAMME. In our experience, the majority of 

vehicle manufacturers to include Audi, BMW, Mercedes, Volks-

wagen, Volvo, etc. permit military or civilian personnel serving 

at a NATO command abroad to purchase vehicles through the 

manufacturerôs discount programme offered to personnel serv-

ing in a diplomatic or embassy post, or at an internationally co-

ordinated organisation (to include NATO). 

 

--Certification of Status:  Manufacturers require certifica-

tion of the status of international personnel serving abroad, 

which can be completed by representatives in Legal Affairs. 

The serving staff member should visit Legal Affairs with the 

manufacturerôs form along with their passport. Some manu-

facturers require certified true copies of the biographic page 

of the passport, ñNATOò or ñAò category visa and US Cus-

toms and Border Protection Services (CBP) Form I-94 (as 

proof of legal presence in the United States), and/or an as-

signment verification letter on command letterhead sup-

ported by national orders. The certified true copies and as-

signment verification letter (upon presentation of orders or 

confirmation from the NLR/PNLR) can also be completed 

by Legal Affairs representatives.   

 

IMPORTING A VEHICLE: Whether you ordered a new vehicle 

(built to US, Canadian or European specifications) or are im-

porting a vehicle you currently own, the following information is 

relevant.  

 

--Duty Free Import.  International personnel serving in the 

United States pursuant to the NATO Status of Forces Agree-

ment are permitted to import their vehicles (new or used) ex-

empt from US Customs duties upon certification of their status, 

and agreement to export the vehicle at the end of the tour of 

duty. Please note the vehicle must be purchased or registered 

and imported in the name of the serving staff member only. Ve-

hicles registered in the name of an accompanying spouse or 

dependent child cannot be imported without payment of US 

Customsô duties upon import as the exemption from duty is de-

rived from the NATO Status of Forces Agreement and applies 

to serving personnel only.  

 

--Forms Required.  The company handling your import/ ship-

ment ordinarily coordinates the documentation with CBP on 

your behalf (e.g., a power of attorney and US import forms to 

include the CBP duty-free import certification, US Department 

of Transportation and Environmental Protection Agency forms).  

Detailed information regarding these forms can be found in sec-

tion entitled ñImportation of Household Goods and Vehiclesò 

beginning on page 24 of the Relocation Guide for NATO Per-

sonnel. The forms provided by the importer or CBP for the im-

ported vehicle must contain an original US Customsô stamp 

(usually red in colour) or will not be accepted for Virginia DMVôs 

registration of the vehicle (see ñRegistering your Imported Vehi-

cleò below).   

 

LEGALLY SPEAKING  
This month your SOPC Newsletter Editors requested that we address issues of which we are aware encountered by our international 

personnel serving at HQ SACT, subordinate or affiliated command, NLR/PNLR offices or NATO agencies, related to the purchase of 

vehicles intended for export from the United States. This includes vehicles purchased in the United States (new or used) and those or-

dered and imported to the United States through a ñdiplomaticò discount/sales programme (whether factory-direct or ordered through a 

local (Virginia or other US state) or European dealership) with the intention to export the vehicle from the United States. 
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REGISTERING YOUR IMPORTED VEHICLE:  Prior to visiting 

Virginia DMV, it is strongly recommended that you bring the 

Customsô documentation to Legal for review. If the forms are 

incorrect, or have not been properly stamped by Customsô au-

thorities, and you do not wish to await your import companyôs 

coordination, we can provide information and directions to a 

local Customsô office for assistance.  

 

--Documentation Required.  Please consult Virginia DMVôs 

website at www.dmv.virginia.gov for a detailed list of current 

documentation requirements (search ñTitling an Imported Vehi-

cle in Virginiaò). Please note that NATO or PfP personnel are 

not required to provide an original bond release letter.  

 

--Tax Requirement. Upon registration of the vehicle with Vir-

ginia DMV, a 3% ñuse taxò, based on the vehicleôs ófair market 

valueô, will be collected unless the owner can provide proof that 

they have paid the equivalent (3%) or greater of ñsales taxò 

upon purchase of the vehicle in another US state or country, or 

have owned the car for longer than one year.  

 

EXPORTING THE VEHICLE:   

--Proof of Ownership.   When exporting a vehicle from the 

United States, proof of ownership is required to ensure the vehi-

cle being exported is owned by the person exporting it.  Docu-

mentation requirements follow: 

 

US specification vehicle ðVirginia DMV Certificate of 

Title; or 

European specification vehicle ðVirginia DMV vehi-

cle registration card along with copies of the purchase 

documents and import forms.  If issues occur, please 

visit Legal Affairs with these documents and we will pre-

pare an exportation certification package. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--Refund of Virginia Sales/Use Tax Paid. A refund of sales or 

use tax paid to Virginia DMV can be requested upon proof that 

the vehicle has been exported to a foreign country within six 

months of the date of purchase. Please consult Legal Affairs 

representatives regarding this Virginia law and for assistance in 

completing the required forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--Issues in Your Home Country.  You may be required to pro-

vide proof of the cancellation of the vehicle registration (ñde-

registrationò) from Virginia DMV.  Consult your national authori-

ties for specific requirements.  

 

--Warranty Issues.  Manufacturerôs, extended, or similar war-

ranties for vehicles built to US specifications are not ordinarily 

transferable, and thus become void, once the vehicle has been 

exported from the United States.  Therefore, it is strongly rec-

ommended that you consult the manufacturer or company pro-

viding the warranty regarding restrictions or limitations, including 

for vehicles intended for export to Canada. 

 

SALE OF IMPORTED VEHICLE: Vehicles imported by interna-

tional personnel exempt from US Customsô duties granted pur-

suant to the NATO SOFA, must be exported at the conclusion 

of the tour of duty (in accordance with the staff memberôs certifi-

cation on the US Department of Transportation form). If a vehi-

cle becomes inoperable/ unworkable during the tour of duty, 

and has been imported duty-free, please contact Legal repre-

sentatives for assistance.  

 

Additional information regarding this topic, and many more, is 
available in the Relocation Guide for NATO Personnel (01 Au-
gust 2011 edition) and also the Departure Guide for NATO Per-
sonnel (01 April 2011) available on ACTôs web site 
(www.act.nato.int) (place the cursor over ñOrganizationò then 
ñHQ SACTò and click on ñNewcomers & Serving Staffò, ñLegal 
Assistanceò).  Please donôt hesitate to contact us with ques-
tions.  Kathy Bair (Kathy.Bair@act.nato.int 757 747 3640) and 
Emma Hart (Emma.Hart@act.nato.int; 757 747 3228). 

KATHY EMMA 

http://www.dmv.virginia.gov
http://www.act.nato.int
mailto:Kathy.Bair@act.nato.int
mailto:Emma.Hart@act.nato.int
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VOLUNTEER GARDENING  

 

The SOPC Volunteer Gardening Group was initially set up in 2008 to help weed and maintain 

the flower beds that surround the NATO Tower.  The Gardens offer a beautiful setting to spend 

some time outdoors working with professional gardeners, fellow volunteers and NATO spouses.  

Whilst we work hard we still find time for a coffee and chat allowing us to admire our sur-

roundings or watch for the resident Bald eagles.  Our reputa-

tion for hard work has grown and 

the group finds itself helping with 

weeding, mulching, pruning and 

digging in a range of areas from 

the Hydrangea Garden to the 

WOW Childrenôs garden from the 

NATO tower to Baker Overlook.  

Around this time of year we also 

help prepare for the annual óGarden of Lightsô, a fabulous display 

of a million lights for the holiday season.  

The gardens really appreciate our help and rely heavily on the 

contributions of all volunteers to keep the garden in peak condi-

tion.  In acknowledgement of our efforts volunteers are able to take advantage of some of the 

benefits that are usually reserved for members, such as free admission and discounted rates 

for various activities.  However, the biggest reward is knowing that we make a difference to 

the Norfolk Botanical Gardens and give something back to the 

local area that is our temporary home.  

The SOPC volunteer gardening group meets at the Norfolk Bo-

tanical Garden every 1 st  and 3 rd  Wednesday of the month come 

rain or shine (well almost!) from 9 am until 1200 from Septem-

ber to June.  The hours are flexible and it is possible and quite 

common to start late and finish early and there is no commit-

ment to attend every session.  So if you have some spare time 

on a Wednesday we would be delighted to see you.  

 

Estelle Ware:  volunteergardener@sopc.us  
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SOPC NEWS ROUND-UP 

SOPC LUNCHEON 
HOSTED BY GREECE 
WEDNESDAY 14th 

December 2011 
 
 
 
                        
 

FROM 10.30AM 
AT THE PRINCESS ANNE COUNTRY CLUB 
3800 PACIFIC AVENUE, VIRGINIA BEACH 

 

  

 

 

 

The SOPC Executive Committee Needs You! , the 

following positions will become vacant: 

Treasurer 

 Secretary Assistant 

Reservations 

  If you have time on your hands and are interested in 

working with the international community, please visit 

the website and click on "The SOPC" and scroll down 

to Executive Committee opportunities to find out 

more about these positions. 

Now is your chance to use your time and brain con-

structively and at the same time, help your community. 

Click the link and PARTICIPATE!  

 A big welcome to the NEW  members of the SOPC Executive Committee.  

Starting January 2012  

Vice Chairperson -  Linda Exterkate NDL  

 

Asst Membership -  Karin Balle DK  

 

Asst Newsletter   -  Alison Rowland UK  

 

Asst Social Activities -  Monica Pastor ESP  

 

Photographer -  Ulrike Glaesser  

 

Asst Photographer -  Alexandra Broll  

 

 A great ñThank Youò to all of them for volunteering to do these rewarding jobs!  
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HQ SACT OFFICERS' MESS 

PRESENTS THE 2nd ANNUAL  

CHRISTMAS TOWN  

A BUSCH GARDENS CELEBRATION  

(http://www.christmastown.com/homepage.aspx) 

SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER, FROM 3-10 PM 

BUSCH GARDENS, WILLIAMSBURG  

$12 PER PERSON 

 

Maximum of 5 tickets per family (with exception of larger families) 

(CHILDREN 2 AND UNDER ARE FREE & DO NOT NEED A TICKET)  

SIGN UP & TICKET COLLECTION BEGAN ON 1st NOVEMBER 2011 & ENDS 9th December 2011 

AVAILABLE FROM EMMA HART, LEGAL AFFAIRS  

ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT EMMA, ext 3228. 

SOPC WINTER CRAFT FAIR 

 

 

 

 

 

I didnõt expect so many imaginative and artistic ladies in our club! Congratulations to all of you! 
I really enjoyed the day; I met many friends ready to spend a lot of money, excited and willing to support the effort of the ladies who 

created and showed their homemade stuff! 

Did you know that part of the money they raised is donated to charities we are supporting? 

And I hope the next fair, to be arranged sometime in the Spring 2012, will be even funnier! 

Ladies made a lot of lovely things: it was impossible for me not to buy goods form each table! 

This is exactly what SOPC is all about: friendship and charities, among 30 countries! And if you missed the opportunity to join the 

group, wellé you missed the opportunity to buy something really special for you and your friendsé Christmas is coming very fast! 

I was also amazed at the marvelous organization to provide food, drink, and snacks the ladies set up for their customers! They really 

spoiled usé  

Congratulations to the Social Team that played a very important role in planning everything so well! Thank you Funda! 

That was another great success! 

However, it is almost time to plan the next craft fair, so ladiesé letõs keep up the good work and move forward! 

Ciao! 

Silvia Martinoni 
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SIGN UP FOR THE JOY FUND 

VOLUNTEER DAY DECEMBER 13TH ! 

Thousands of  donations are delivered to a centralized warehouse 
facility. At this location, donations of  toys, clothing and food are 

distributed to local needy families. 

Volunteers are needed in a variety of  roles: 

  Å   Angel Tree Gift Runners 

  Å   Escorts (assist families to their cars) 

 Å Sorting bears, stockings and Angel Tree Gifts 

 Å Shoppers (assist families in shopping process) 

ON TUESDAY,DECEMBER 13TH FROM 8.30 AM UNTIL 
12.30 PM 

at 4725 Virginia Beach Boulevard (former HQ Warehouse, Virginia 
Beach 23452)  

(At the intersection of  Virginia Beach Boulevard and Independence Blvd 

 

'Baby' FOOD DRIVE FOR THE FOODBANK  

WE WILL COLLECT BABY PRODUCTS DURING OUR DECEMBER  
LUNCH  TO HAVE THEM DISTRIBUTED TO THE UNDERPRIVI-

LEGED BABIES IN OUR AREA.  

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY SO THAT WE MAKE SURE NO ONE GOES HUNGRY. 

 

HERE IS A SHOPPING LIST OF SUGGESTED ITEMS: 

¶ powdered formula (in a sealed non-breakable container) 

¶ Baby Food 

¶ Baby Cereal 

¶ Baby Wipes   
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Christmas Season in the United States  

In the United States , Christmas is observed on the 25th of December. Here the festive season traditionally be-

gins on the fourth Thursday in November, just after the Thanksgiving holiday.  Department stores, shopping 

malls and small shops ready themselves appropriately for the season to attract shoppers and get them to spend 

quite a few bucks on Christmas trees, gifts, apparels, greeting cards and suchlike.  

In the final days leading to December 25, small evergreen trees are seen to be established in every home and 

beautifully decorated with colored lights, tinsel, angels, stars and 

bright ornaments. The exterior of almost every house and the adjoin-

ing shrubbery is adorned with strands of electric lights. Strings of elec-

tric lights are used not only to adorn mantles and doorways, rafters, 

roof lines, and porch railings of individual homes but also of pub-

lic/commercial buildings, departmental stores and even business hubs. 

Christmas trees are also seen to be set up in most of these places. It 

is often a pastime for the American people to drive or walk around 

neighborhoods in the Christmas evenings to see the lights displayed 

on and around other homes. 

Those with deep pockets are 

often found to place life -sized, 

illuminated Santas, reindeers 

and snowmen on their lawns 

and roofs. Festive songs play a huge part in the holiday, permeating from 

every speaker in our homes, cars, malls, and yes, even the telephone. 

Some especially American holiday tunes are Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph 

the Red -Nosed Reindeer, and of course who could forget Grandma Got 

Run Over by a Reindeer! Many churches and private homes display illumi-

nated Nativity Scenes commemorating the humble birth of Jesus Christ.  

Christmas Eve is not an official holiday here. Hence most people have to 

work. However, many workplaces hold Christmas parties or celebrations, 

so there is a celebratory air to the day. For kids, it is a day of great joy 

since most schools and other educational establishments are usually closed. In the evening, most people add fi-

nal touches to their home decorations. Many also set up the Christmas tree in their homes on this day. Many or-

ganizations and department stores are usually open for last minute Christmas shoppers, but may close earlier. 

Many people travel to visit family members or friends on Christmas Eve. Some 

people, especially Roman Catholics, attend a Midnight Mass service at church 

and participate in singing carols. Traditionally, the midnight mass starts at 

midnight, the point of transition from Christmas Eve to Christmas Day. Many 

Protestant churches also hold special services on Christmas Eve, complete with 

displays of beautiful manger scenes and candle - lit religious observances. ΟΟThe 

Christmas dinner in the U.S. includes turkey or ham, potatoes and pie. Cakes 

are of course, a must for the occasion. The menu also consists of a lot of des-

serts such as the "Crostoli," a fried bread spiced with orange peel (as made in 

Italian -American communities) or the "Pfeffernuesse," a bread full of sweet 

spices (eaten by German -Americans) or the "Berlinerkranser" -  a Norwegian 

wreath -shaped cookie. Baked breads and cookies are also part of the dinner 

list. At Christmas Eve gatherings adults drink eggnog, a drink made of cream, 

milk, sugar, beaten eggs and brandy or rum.  

After dinner on Christmas Eve, children go to bed early but not before hanging up their stockings on the fireplace 

or the end of their bed to be filled with gifts and goodies by Santa Claus. On the following morning, children wake 

up to look for their desired items in their stockings and also find nicely wrapped presents under their Christmas 

tree.  

http://www.robinsfyi.com/holidays/christmas/tree/treefrosty.htm
http://www.robinsfyi.com/holidays/christmas/tree/treerudolph.htm
http://www.robinsfyi.com/holidays/christmas/tree/treerudolph.htm
http://www.robinsfyi.com/holidays/christmas/tree/treegrandma.htm
http://www.robinsfyi.com/holidays/christmas/tree/treegrandma.htm
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Letter to Monica di Maulo 

One month ago we got some bad news, really terrible news. The kind of news we never like to know. Monica di Maulo, our be-

loved friend from the NATO community had passed away. She was just 41 

years old and going through the best time of her life. 

She was an amazing woman and also a wonderful mother for her beautiful 

twins. She was a joyful friend and a beautiful dancer.  Cancer, that awful word 

so hard to pronounce for everyone, took her from her family and friends far 

too soon. 

As soon as we knew about her death, all her former friends from SOPC agreed 

about putting together some of our thoughts. 

These are just some of the millions of adjectives we got: 

Beautiful, happy-go, always with a big smile 

An unique nature 

Vibrant and smiley lady 

Wonderful woman and amazing friend 

Itõs not easy to write down all our feelings but thinking of her, these are the best adjectives to define her great personality. 

Monica arrived to the States in 2006. For two years she was joining the SOPC committee, first as assistant and then as coordina-

tor of the Social Team. She was always willing to organize really fun events for all of us.  Among other events, she had a pajama 

fashion show with hot chocolate and cookies and a visit to the theater to an amazing ballet where all of us were the main balleri-

nas. She loved dancing as crazy! 

Today, watching her videos, looking to her pictures and reading the letters she wrote us, we still can hear her voice, her laugh and 

feel the warmest smile ever. She is the one person who could send us an e-mail with all capital letters in it and it still read as 

warm and exuberant and friendly!  We really can feel her among us! 

When she left Virginia Beach in 2009, she started to organize a meeting in Rome for this last summer. This is what she said in 

the letter she wrote us: 

ò I want to keep in touch with each one of you!...and please, donõt forget me, and all the things we have done togetheré.any time you will be more than 

welcome in Italy, in my country and of course we could spend some time  drinking a cappuccino or eating pizza with a good glass of wine, in Rome, in 

Naples, in Latina or anywhere in a beautiful sunny day!. I will follow the SOPC events and staff 

from Italy, thinking about every single of you!. I will keep all of you in my memories forever!ó 

You couldnõt do it Monica!  Just some of us, the most fortunate could have a cappuc-

cino with you in Rome just some time after you left and now, all of us here are the 

ones who will keep you in our memories forever! 

From the other side of the ocean, she loved so much, we just can wish her family all 

the best in the future without her. To her husband Giacomo and her twins, all the 

strength and courage to go through their loss and peace and comfort in their memo-

ries. To her motheréwhat can a mother feel when she loses a daughter so young? 

Just think what we would feel to see our children die. It doesnõt matter the age, our 

children will always be our babies and part of us. 

We will pray for you Monica, wherever you are!  We will keep you always in the bottom of our hearts as the wonderful friend 

you were. We are sure you will be dancing with the angels and taking care of your family and friends. 

We miss you Monica, and we will keep you always with us! 

Rest in Peace, Monica di Maulo. 

With much love, 

Your friends from NATO 
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